The setting of The Story of an Hour by Kate Chopin is very limited because the author wants to build the theme of freedom vs. confinement that dominated the story. The fact that the setting of this story is mainly confined in Mrs. Mallard’s house indicates that she lacks freedom in this relationship. This limited setting describes the trials and tribulations that Mrs. Mallard encounters after being married to Brently Mallard. For instance, the presence of the staircase in their house indicates several ups and downs that Mrs. Mallard encounters. This can also signify the pathway to liberty. “She was young, with a fair, calm face, whose lines bespoke repression and even a certain strength. But now there was a dull stare in her eyes, whose gaze was fixed away off yonder on one of those patches of blue sky” (Chopin 1). The above quote indicates that Mrs. Mallard had experienced series of troubles in this marriage.  Mrs. Mallard also embraces the new atmosphere after receiving the news of the death of her husband. “She could see in the open square before her house the tops of trees that were all aquiver with the new spring life. The delicious breath of rain was in the air” (Chopin 1). This means that the limits that were once imposed on her have been finally removed following her husband's death. The limited setting of this story also reveals the short-lived freedom and happiness that Mrs. Mallard experienced. 
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